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SUBJECT: MILITARY SPARE PARTS 


THE SECRETARY HAS DECIDED THAT WE CANNOT, AT THIS TIME, 
PERMIT THE SHIPMENT TO ETHIOPIA OP THE SPARE PARTS NOW 
IN POSSESSION OF ETHIOPIA'S PREIGHT PORWARDER OR THE 
SWIFTSHIPS. WE ARE SEEKING TO STALL OR DELAY THE SHIPMENTS 
RATHER THAN CANCEL THEM AND WILL BE INVESTIGATING HOW BEST 
TO DO THIS. MEANWHILE, WE HAVE TO DEVISE THE MOST PALAT- 
ABLE WAY TO PRESENT THIS TO THE ETHIOPIANS. WOULD 
LIKE YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS CONCERNING THE FOLLOW- 
ING DEMARCHE TO THE ETHIOPIANS: 


FOLLOWING THE TERMINATION OF THE US-ETHIOPIAN ARMS 
SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP, THE US CHARGE INFORMED CHAIRMAN 
MENGISTU IN JUNE THAT THE US WAS WILLING TO PERMIT THE 
COMPLETION OF THE ONE COMMERCIAL CONTRACT COVERING 
MILITARY ITEMS IN THE PIPELINE, THE SWIFTSHIPS, AND TO 
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PERMIT DELIVERY OF THOSE ITEMS ALREADY IN THE POSSESSION 
OF THE FREIGHT FORWARDER. WE HAD EXPECTED THAT THE 
ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD MOVE PROMPTLY TO EFFECT 
THESE DELIVERIES. IT NOW APPEARS THAT DELIVERIES HAVE IN 
FACT NOT YET TAKEN PLACE. 


SUBSEQUENT TO THAT TIME, THE WAR BROKE OUT IN THE 
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OGADEN. WE IMMEDIATELY MOVED TO SUSPEND THE AGREEMENT 
WE HAD EARLIER GIVEN TO SOMALIA TO SUPPLY DEEENSIVE 
ARMS SINCE WE DID NOT WANT TO BE INVOLVED ON EITHER 
SIDE OE THE EIGHTING. STILL LATER, THE SUPPLY OF 
SOVIET ARMS TO ETHIOPIA WAS ESCALATED THROUGH THE 
MOUNTING OF AN AIRLIFT. THIS AIRLIFT HEIGHTENED OUR 
CONCERN OVER FURTHER ESCALATION OF THE FIGHTING AND 
CONFIRMED OUR RESOLVE TO OPPOSE A FURTHER ARMS BUILD-UP 
BOTH PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY AS UNDERMINING EFEORTS TO 
MEDIATE A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. THE DELIVERY TO EITHER 
SIDE OE US MILITARY OR MILITARY-RELATED ITEMS WOULD 
OBVIOUSLY BE INCONSISTENT WITH OUR POLICY OF OPPOSING 
THE INTRODUCTION OF FURTHER ARMS INTO THE AREA BECAUSE 
OF THEIR ADVERSE EFEECT ON NEGOTIATION PROSEPCTS. 

WE HOPE THAT THE EPMG WILL UNDERSTAND THAT UNTIL 
NEGOTIATION RATHER THAN FIGHTING IS UNDER WAY, IT 
WOULD BE CONTRARY TO OUR HOPES OE STIMULATING A 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT FOR US TO PERMIT THE DELIVERY 
OF ITEMS DESIGNED TO CONTRIBUTE TO COMBAT. WE ARE 
NOT, OF COURSE, CONTESTING TITLE TO THESE ITEMS AND, 

AS SOON AS CONDITIONS PERMIT, DELIVERY MAY PROCEED. VANCE 
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